
125 Years of Ramakrishna Mission
1 May 2022 marked the 125th anniversary of the Ramakrishna 

Mission, a social service organization with a spiritual outlook. It 
was founded in 1897 by Swami Vivekananda, the seer of modern 
India, to work for the all-round development of India.

Swami Vivekananda, known in his pre-monastic life as 
Narendra Nath Datta, was born in an affluent family in Kolkata on 
12 January 1863. By the time he graduated from Calcutta University, 
he had acquired a vast knowledge of different subjects, especially 
Western philosophy and history. Born with a yogic temperament, 
he used to practise meditation even from his boyhood, and was 
associated with Brahmo Movement for some time.

In November 1881, Narendra went to meet Sri Ramakrishna, 
his spiritual guru, who was staying at the Kali Temple in 
Dakshineshwar. Apart from removing doubts from the mind 
of Narendra, Sri Ramakrishna won him over through his pure, 
unselfish love. Thus began a guru-disciple relationship which is 
quite unique in the history of spiritual masters. 

During his travels all over India, Swami Vivekananda was 
deeply moved to see the appalling poverty and backwardness of the 
masses. To carry out his plans for the spread of education and for 
the uplift of the poor masses, and  of women,  Swami Vivekanand, 
felt the need of an efficient organization of dedicated people. He 
wanted “to set in motion a machinery which will bring noblest 
ideas to the doorstep of even the poorest and the meanest.” It 
was to serve as this ‘machinery’ that Swami Vivekanand founded 
the Ramakrishna Mission in the year 1897. It was registered as a 
society in 1909.

For the last 125 years, the Ramakrishna Mission has 
distinguished itself through its various service based programmes. 
It extends service in the areas of healthcare, education, rural and 
tribal development, disaster relief and rehabilitation, general 
welfare, spiritual and cultural work, publication of books and 
journals and other fields. It runs hospitals, dispensaries, homes for 
the aged, orphanages, schools, colleges, polytechnics, ITIs, a deemed 
university, agricultural institutes, and special institutions for the 
disadvantaged sections of society. It’s charitable and philanthropic 
works have found wide acceptance and appreciation by the public.

Members of the mission  provide services to the people as 
means to the attainment of the ultimate goal of human life, which, 
according to Sri Ramakrishna, is realization of God. Here charity 
to the poor and needy is prompted not by egotistic compassion, 
but is conceived as service rendered in a spirit of worship of God, 

who resides in every human being. Instead of looking upon a 
needy person as an object of pity, he is looked upon as an object of 
worship. Owing to this spiritual outlook, the services conducted by 
the mission are meant for the benefit of all people - without any 
distinction based on religion, caste, colour or class.

The main workforce of the Ramakrishna Mission consists 
of dedicated monks who are members of the Ramakrishna Math. 
Though the Mission and the math are distinct legal entities, they 
are referred to as twin organizations, and they join hands in 
running all the service activities. As of February 2023, there are 202 
branches of the Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, 
spread over 27 states / Union Territories of India. Outside India, the 
organization has 67 branches in 24 countries. The headquarters of 
the twin organizations is located at Belur Math in Howrah district, 
West Bengal. 

Perfect accountability, efficient management, and sincere and 
honest enterprise are some of the hallmarks of the work of the 
Ramakrishna Mission. The Mission has received several awards 
and recognitions for its selfless service, including the prestigious 
Gandhi Peace prize for the year 1998, conferred by the Government 
of India. The prize carried a citation that noted, “The Ramakrishna 
Mission has become a great source for peace and happiness 
amongst people in this country and abroad.”

The motto of  Ramakrishna Mission, set by Swami 
Vivekananda, is “For one’s own salvation and for the welfare of 
the world.” Endowed with this lofty ideal and sustained by the 
dedication of its members, the Ramakrishna Mission is expanding 
its influence with time.125 Years is a significant milestone in 
the Mission’s journey to bring about spiritual regeneration of 
humanity.

Department of Posts is delighted to issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on 125 Years of Ramakrishna Mission and 
appreciates its contribution in promoting  spirituality, service and 
humanity, all over the world.
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jked`".k fe'ku ds 125 o"kZ
vk/;kfRed fopkj/kkjk ls çsfjr lektlsoh laxBu ^jke—".k fe'ku* us 

1 ebZ] 2022 dks viuh LFkkiuk ds 125 o"kZ iwjs fd,A bl fe'ku dh LFkkiuk] 
vk/kqfud Hkkjr ds lar Lokeh foosdkuan }kjk 1897 esa dh xbZA bl fe'ku 
dk mís'; Hkkjr ds lexz fodkl dh fn'kk esa dk;Z djuk gSA

Lokeh foosdkuan dk tUe 12 tuojh] 1863 dks dksydkrk ds ,d 
le`) ifjokj esa gqvkA laU;klh thou viukus ls iwoZ mUgsa ujsaæukFk nÙk ds 
uke ls tkuk tkrk FkkA dydÙkk fo'ofo|ky; ls Lukrd dh mikf/k çkIr 
djus ds lkFk&lkFk mUgksaus fofHkUu fo"k;ksa] fo'ks"kdj ik'pkR; n'kZu vkSj 
bfrgkl dk O;kid Kku vftZr dj fy;k FkkA cpiu ls gh ;ksxh thou 
esa #fp j[kus okys Lokeh foosdkuan fd'kksjkoLFkk ls gh /;ku yxkus dk 
vH;kl fd;k djrs FksA os dqN le; ds fy, czã vkanksyu ls Hkh tqM+sA

uoacj 1881 esa] ujsaæukFk nÙk vius vk/;kfRed xq# Jh jke—".k ls 
feyus nf{k.ks'oj ds dkyh eafnj x,A ogka Jh jke—".k us u dsoy mudh 
'kadkvksa dk lek/kku fd;k] cfYd vius ifo= vkSj fu%LokFkZ çseHkko ls 
mudk ân; Hkh thr fy;kA Jh jke—".k ls çHkkfor ujsaæukFk us mUgsa viuk 
xq# eku fy;k vkSj bl çdkj] xq#&f'k"; dk ,d ,slk laca/k LFkkfir gqvk] 
tks vk/;kfRed xq#vksa ds bfrgkl esa vR;ar vuwBk gSA

ns'kHkj esa vius Hkze.k ds nkSjku] Lokeh foosdkuan vketu dh fu/kZurk 
vkSj n;uh; fiNM+s gkykr ns[kdj vR;ar fopfyr gks x,A mUgksaus ;g 
eglwl fd;k fd f'k{kk ds çpkj&çlkj vkSj fu/kZu tu ,oa efgykvksa ds 
mRFkku ds fy, ,d lefiZr dq'ky laxBu cuk;k tk,A os ,d ,slk laxBu 
cukus dk mís'; j[krs Fks tksfd xjhc ls xjhc vkSj fupys rcds ds yksxksa 
rd vkn'kZoknh fopkj/kkjk dk çlkj dj ldsA muds blh LoIu dks lkdkj 
djus ds mís'; ls o"kZ 1897 esa jke—".k fe'ku dh LFkkiuk dh xbZA bl 
fe'ku dks vkxs pydj 1909 esa lkslkbVh ds :i esa iath—r fd;k x;kA

foxr 125 o"kksaZ ds nkSjku] jke—".k fe'ku us vius lsok vk/kkfjr 
fofHkUu dk;ZØeksa ds ek/;e ls ,d vyx igpku cukbZ gSA ;g fe'ku 
LokLF;] f'k{kk] xzkeh.k ,oa tutkrh; fodkl] vkink jkgr dk;Z ,oa iquokZl] 
lkekU; dY;k.k ds {ks=ksa lfgr vk/;kfRed vkSj lkaL—frd dk;Zdykiksa] 
iqLrdksa ,oa tuZyksa ds çdk'ku vkSj vusd vU; ek/;eksa ls lekt lsok djrk 
jgk gSA bl fe'ku }kjk vusd vLirky] vkS"k/kky;] o`)kJe] vukFkky;] 
Ldwy] d‚yst] i‚fyVsfDud] vusd vkbZVhvkbZ] ,d ekfur fo'ofo|ky;] 
—f"k laLFkku vkSj lekt ds oafpr oxksaZ ds fy, fo'ks"k laLFkk,a Hkh pykbZ 
tk jgh gSaA bl fe'ku }kjk fd, tk jgs /kekZFkZ ,oa loZ tu fgrk; dk;ksaZ 
dks tulkekU; us O;kid :i ls ljkgk gSA

jke—".k fe'ku ls tqM+s yksxksa ds fy, tu lsok] ekuo thou ds 
loksZPp y{; vFkkZr~ bZ'oj dh çkfIr dk lk/ku gSA fu/kZuksa vkSj t:jreanksa 
dh enn d#.kk ds Hkko ls ugha] cfYd bZ'oj dh lsok vkSj vkjk/kuk ds 

:i esa dh tkrh gS] D;ksafd mudk ekuuk gS çR;sd tho esa bZ'oj dk 
okl gSA blh Hkkoo'k] fdlh t:jrean O;fä dks n;k dk ik= u ekudj 
iwtuh; ekuk tkrk gSA blh vk/;kfRed –f"Vdks.k ds QyLo:i] bl fe'ku  
}kjk fd, tk jgs dk;Z /keZ] tkfr] jax vFkok oxZ ds HksnHkko ls ijs lHkh 
ds fgrkFkZ lefiZr gSaA

jke—".k fe'ku ds dk;ksaZ dks vkxs c<+kus esa bl mís'; gsrq fo'ks"k 
:i ls lefiZr fHk{kqvksa dh Hkwfedk vR;ar egRoiw.kZ gS] tksfd jke—".k 
eB ds lnL; gSaA gkykafd] fe'ku vkSj eB nks vyx&vyx bdkb;ka gSa] 
ijarq bUgsa tqM+oka laxBu dgk tkrk gSA ;s nksuksa laxBu] lsok laca/kh lHkh 
dk;Zdykiksa dk lapkyu feydj djrs gSaA Qjojh] 2023 rd] jke—".k eB 
vkSj jke—".k fe'ku dh ns'kHkj ds 27 jkT;ksa/la?k jkT;&{ks=ksa esa dqy 202 
'kk[kk,a dk;Zjr gSaA Hkkjr ds ckgj] bl laLFkk dh 24 ns'kksa esa 67 'kk[kk,a 
gSaA bl tqM+oka laxBu dk eq[;ky;] if'pe caxky ds gkoM+k ftys ds csywj 
eB esa fLFkr gSA

loksZPp mÙkjnkf;Ro dk Hkko] dq'ky çca/ku vkSj fu"Bkiw.kZ m|ferk] 
jke—".k fe'ku dh çeq[k igpku gSA bl fe'ku dks fu%LokFkZ lsok ds fy, 
Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 1998 esa çnÙk çfrf"Br xka/kh 'kkafr iqjLdkj lfgr vusd 
vU; iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku çkIr gq, gSaA xka/kh 'kkafr iqjLdkj ds lkFk çnku 
fd, x, ç'kfLr i= esa ;g Hkh mYys[k fd;k x;k gS fd ^^jke—".k fe'ku]  
ns'k ds lkFk&lkFk fons'k esa Hkh] vketu ds thou esa 'kkafr vkSj çlUurk 
ds lapkj dk çeq[k ek/;e cudj mHkjk gSA^^

Lokeh foosdkuan }kjk jke—".k fe'ku ds fy, fu/kkZfjr vkn'kZ okD; 
gS ^^vkRekuks eks{kkFkZ txf}rk; p^^ vFkkZr~ ^^vkRek dh eqfä ds lkFk&lkFk 
fo'o dk dY;k.k^^A bl fojkV vkn'kZ ls ÅtZfLor vkSj fe'ku ds lnL;ksa 
ds leiZ.k Hkko ls lapkfyr jke—".k fe'ku ds çHkko {ks= dk mÙkjksÙkj 
fodkl gks jgk gSA ekuork ds vk/;kfRed iqu#RFkku dh fn'kk esa bl fe'ku 
dh ;k=k ds 125 o"kZ iwjs gksuk ,d egRoiw.kZ miyfC/k gSA

Mkd foHkkx] fo'oHkj esa v/;kRe] lsokHkko vkSj ekuork ds çpkj&çlkj 
esa jke—".k fe'ku ds ;ksxnku dh ljkguk djrs gq,] ^jke—".k fe'ku ds 
125 o"kZ* fo"k; ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko 
djrk gSA
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